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Rae Brings her Life with Lions
to the Classroom

The Newsletter of The Leeds Girls’ High School
Old Girls’ Club

A former LGHS student is helping to 
bring her conservation work with African 
lions to life for school children in the UK.
Rae Kokes, who works as a research technician for the 
African Lion and Environmental Research Trust (ALERT) 
in Zimbabwe, has been back in the UK for the last few 
months to produce a series of teacher resource packs.

The packs, which are aimed at 5-11 year olds, emphasise 
the need for conservation and introduce youngsters to the 
wider world.

GSAL is among a number of schools who are to use the 
resource and Rae, who left LGHS in 2004, is due to visit 
Rose Court Nursery and Pre-Prep in the new year to talk 
to pupils about her work with the endangered species.

She said: “Our aim with the packs is to make lesson time 
fun and inspiring while highlighting the importance of 
conservation to pupils and broaden their knowledge of 
the wider world.

“Lions are classified as a ‘vulnerable’ species and have 
witnessed an 80-90 per cent decline since the 1970s. 
Hardly anyone knows or realises just how dire the situation 
is for the world’s most iconic animal, but they could face 
extinction within the next 20-30 years.” 

Rae has been fascinated by wildlife - and lions in particular 
- since she was a child. After school she studied wildlife 
conservation with zoo biology at Salford University.  She 

also has a Masters in animal behaviour from Manchester 
Metropolitan University.

The charity where she now works is based on a privately 
owned nature reserved near Gweru, in the midlands of 
Zimbabwe. Rae’s job is to oversee a pride of lions released 
into a semi-wild environment as part of ALERT’s four stage 
rehabilitation and release into the wild programme.

She said: “The game reserve is about 3,000 hectares and 
the lions were all bred there so they are used to human 
contact. While they are cubs we take them out on daily 
walks to enable them to interact with the bush habitat.

“Temi, the lioness in the picture, has now been released 
into the bush in Zambia, albeit into a massive fenced off 
reserve.  This is only stage two of the four-step process 
which will eventually see her pride reintroduced into the 
wild.”

The charity is a non-profitable organisation, founded at 
the park in Zimbabwe in 2005.  There are three projects 
- two in Zimbabwe and one in Zambia – and for the last 
two years ALERT has hosted the two series of ITV’s Lion 
Country. 

ALERT has a volunteer programme which Rae joined at 
the age of 18.  Now after a few months back home in 
Leeds, she is looking forward to returning to her work 
with the animals she loves.
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News from 
Chris
Bamforth
President of the OGC

May I wish everyone a very happy New Year.

The last few months have flown by and you will see from the articles 
that there is much OG news to report.  It was lovely to see so many 
OGs at the Christmas buffet and, thankfully, we did not have a 
repeat of the seasonal weather that prevented some from attending 
in 2010.

The spring term is now underway and Y11 students (UV) are in the 
throes of their mock GCSE examinations.

I would like to draw your attention to the Calendar of Events 
on page 3. On March 20 we are holding the Leeds branch committee 
AGM.  Shelagh Robinson (vice president), Victoria Littlewood 
and Margaret Roberts will be standing down from their posts.   
May I take this opportunity to thank them for all that they have 
done for the Old Girls’ Club in Leeds.  

We are always keen to welcome new members to the OGC and 
anyone who would like to join the Leeds branch committee can 
contact me on cb@gsal.org.uk, or alumni@gsal.org.uk. Alternatively, 
please ring 0113 229 1552.

With best wishes for 2012

Christine Bamforth
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Welcome to the 
Winter issue of 

OGC News. 

I hope you enjoy reading about what the 
school’s alumni have been doing.

As you will see there has been a lot going 
on and there have also been some changes 
at The Grammar School at Leeds.  I was 
appointed as Director of External Relations 
last March and I have been looking at the 
best way to ensure that the School continues 
to be successful in the future, recognising 
that independent schools are operating in an 
increasingly competitive environment.   

I have been working on a number of projects 
including the restructure of the External 
Relations team. Through the restructuring 
process Bronwen Ashton, who many of 
you will know as the school’s part-time 
Development Manager, decided to leave as 
all the roles in the new structure are full-time.  
I am sure that you will join me in thanking her 
for all the work she did supporting the alumni 
and wish her well for the future. 

I am in the process of recruiting to all of the 
new roles, so in the meantime please contact 
me regarding any alumni matters.

Helen Clapham
Director of External Relations
alumni@gsal.org.uk

NewS FROm GSAL
*The Annual Report 2010/11 and the Speech Day Programme 
are now available. Please email alumni@gsal.org.uk or telephone 
0113 229 1552 for copies.

*We are keen to keep in touch and ensure that our records are up 
to date so please email alumni@gsal.org.uk if your home address, 
email address or telephone number has changed.

*We have just launched a GSAL smartphone app which you can 
download by using your smartphone to visit our website www.gsal.
org.uk. When you are on the homepage an icon showing the GSAL 
logo will automatically appear at the bottom of the screen. If you 
want to download the app, click the arrow symbol beneath it and 
select ‘Add to Home Screen’.  You can then keep up to date with 
alumni news and what is going on at GSAL.

You and the
olYmpics…
The countdown is now well and truly on for the 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
and we are looking for any personal stories or 
experiences from our OGs.

You don’t have to be an Olympic hopeful to play 
your part in this momentous occasion! You may 
be working with the London 2012 Organising 
Committee which is hosting and running the 
games, or perhaps you have volunteered to help at 
one of the events, are involved in coaching, know 
a competitor, or you may even be one of the lucky 
ones to have a ticket.

Whatever your Olympic story, we would love to 
hear it.  You can write to us at alumni@gsal.org.uk
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January 2012
Tuesday January 31, 2012
Leeds Branch Meeting
Venue:  GSAL
Time:  6.45pm

march 2012 
Saturday March 17, 2012
Luncheon with Dr Belchetz 
(OL event – OGs welcome to attend)
Memoirs of a Medic – The Good, 
The Bad and the Unpublishable.
Venue: GSAL 
Time: 1.30pm Luncheon, 2.30pm Talk.

Tuesday March 20, 2012
Leeds Branch Committee AGM
Venue: GSAL
Time: 6.45pm

Saturday March 31, 2012
OGC London Branch Meeting
Venue: Home of Lady Solti
Time: 2.30pm
Speaker: To be confirmed
For further details please contact the London branch 
secretary Jackie Chalmers 
on jackie.chalmers@ntlworld.com 
or phone 01483 579343.

april 2012
Saturday April 3, 2012
Cookery demonstration and buffet dinner 
by chef Hansa Dabhi of Hansa’s Gujarati 
Vegetarian Restaurant, Leeds
Venue:  GSAL
Time:  6pm
Booking: Tickets £20 each, available from
www.gsalhansascooking.eventbrite.co.uk 
Proceeds go to the Saraswati Vidhyalaya, an educational 
charity which funds the ‘one teacher schools programmes’ 
in India and Nepal.

Saturday April 21, 2012
OGC Bristol Branch Meeting
Venue:  Home of Wendy Stevens in Bridport
Time:  12 noon for 12.30pm

may 2012
Friday May 4, 2012
Golf Competition, Chevin Walk and 
OG Reunion – all welcome
Venue:  Otley Golf Club
Time:  Golf tee-off at 2.00pm
            Walk at 2.30 pm
             Dinner 7pm for 7.30 pm 

Tuesday May 8, 2012
GSAL Business Networking Group
Venue:  GSAL
Time:  7pm
Speaker:  Will King, founder and CEO of King of Shaves

august 2012 
Saturday August 4, 2012 
Flower Show at GSAL – Luncheon.
Venue: GSAL
Time: 1pm Luncheon. 2.30pm tour.

october 2012
Saturday October 13, 2012
Country House Talk on ‘boy from Otley’
Venue:  Friends Meeting House, 
 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ
Time:  1.30pm for general business. 
 Talk at 2pm
Speaker:  Dr Abigail Harrison Moore
Talk:  Thomas Chippendale – Fashioning the   
 Great Houses of Yorkshire
Booking: This is a free event.
Bookings through Jackie Chalmers
(jackie.chalmers@ntlworld.com or 01483 579343) 
or online at www.gsalalumni4.eventbrite.com

Saturday October 27 2012
Model Railway Exhibition & Guest 
Speaker from the North Yorkshire Moor 
Railway. (OL event – OGs welcome to 
attend)
Venue:  GSAL
Time:  1.00pm Luncheon, 2.30pm Talk, 3.30pm Tour.
Speaker:  Philip Benham

calendaR oF old GiRls eVents 2012

country house talk on 
‘boy from otley’
Dr Abigail Harrison Moore, deputy head of the School of Fine 
Art, History of Art and Cultural Studies at Leeds University, will 
give a talk to the OGC Club in London.

Abigail, a leading art historian specialising in country houses, 
heritage and the decorative arts will be speaking about Thomas 
Chippendale and how a boy from Otley led one of the most 
important furniture making firms in England in the 18th 
century. Her focus will be on one of the firm’s most influential 
commissions, for Edwin Lascelles’ new home at Harewood, 
Yorkshire.

She has recently published Fraud, Fakery and False Business, 
Rethinking the Shrager v. Dighton ‘Old Furniture Case’ 
(Continuum, 2011).

The talk, entitled Thomas Chippendale– Fashioning the Great 
Houses of Yorkshire, will take place at the Friends Meeting 
House, Euston Road, London, on October 13, 2012.  
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WheRe aRe theY noW?  
Caroline Hill OG 2005 
Caroline Hill is making her way in the world of fashion 
after gaining a first class degree in fashion print from the 
University of the Arts London.

She is currently working for high street fashion retailer H&M 
in Stockholm, Sweden.  

While still at university Caroline won a scholarship for 
drawing, plus a competition to design a dress for world-
renowned designer Diane Von Furstenberg.  She also 
carried out internships for Diane von Furstenberg, Alexander 
McQueen, Eley Kishimoto and Hussein Chalayan.

In 2010 Caroline was thrilled when a dress which she 
designed was worn by the actress Jessica Biel when she 
attended the American Fashion Awards.

maria Staiano-Kolaitis OG 2005
Former head girl Maria Staiano-Kolaitis has had a busy few 
years since leaving LGHS.

After a month at Selwyn College, Cambridge reading law, 
she decided to change courses to study history and spent 
three years thoroughly enjoying herself among dusty tomes 
and precious manuscripts.  While at university she helped 
to organise the college’s annual Selwyn Snowball and was 
president of the History Society and the JCR.

Following graduation she moved to London and secured a 
training contract with Allen and Overy LLP, a magic circle 
law firm in the City.

After completing her vocational training at the College of 
Law, Moorgate, Maria took six months out to travel, fitting in 
a road trip across the east coast of America, a legal Italian 
course and a trip to the Caribbean – all on a student budget!

Maria is now a trainee solicitor with Allen and Overy and 
plans to spend part of her training contract abroad.

Jennifer Hindshaw, nee Owen OG 1955
Jennifer is a retired chartered accountant who was appointed 
a deputy lieutenant for Greater Manchester in 1999.

For many years Jennifer has been interested in inland 
waterways and last year she spent the whole of the summer 
- from April to October – crewing for a pair of hotel narrow 
boats travelling all over the country on canals and rivers.  
This was her third such trip.

Patricia Nash, nee Bainbridge OG 1953
Patricia now lives on Bainbridge Island, off the coast of 
Seattle.  As well as running a small farm with her husband 
and breeding English pointer dogs, Patricia has been heavily 
involved in the area’s tourism. She runs a bed and breakfast 
guest house from her home and has been on the board of 
the Washington State Tourism Alliance as well as president of 
the Lodging Association.

Patricia, who is semi-retired, completed a chemistry degree 
at Leeds University on leaving school.

Anna Simpson OG 2001
Anna is managing editor of Green Futures, the leading 
magazine on environmental solutions and sustainable futures.

She has a first class degree in English and French from 
Oxford University, and has studied French literature and 
civilisation at the Sorbonne in Paris. Anna also has a Masters 
in gender studies from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London.

In her spare time Anna runs marathons and play violin with 
Fulham Symphony Orchestra and Covent Garden Chamber 
Orchestra. She was a finalist in the Writer of the Year 2011, 
The Erotic Awards.

Congratulations to Felicity Jordan and Helen Mason on 
completing their Queen’s Scout Awards and their Duke of 
Edinburgh gold awards.

The girls, who left GSAL in the summer for university, were 
among a group of 10 GSAL students to complete both 
awards.

Felicity and Helen, along with Ben Brierley and Andrew 
Nichols, who left in 2010, plus Jonathan Hardman, David 
Jordan, Ian Jordan, William Lee, Ben Perren and Robert 
Templeton, all completed the challenging test of skill, 
commitment and teamwork in the academic year 2010-11.

The QSA is the highest training award available for young 
people in the Scout movement and, as part of the demanding 
requirements, the students had to have been Explorer Scouts 
for at least 18 months and taken part in at least 18 nights 
away. 

They also had to complete two worthwhile activities in the 
field of the environment, international friendship or faith as 
well as 12 months of voluntary service. 

Both girls have now gone to university. Felicity is studying law 
at Birmingham and Helen is studying French and Spanish at 
Coventry.

Girls Complete Queen’s Scout Awards



IN MEMORIAM
Joan margaret wilson (nee Turton) March 2011, aged 82.

Joan Turton was a pupil at LGHS from 1937-1947 and 
was vice-head girl in her final year.

She was one of around 100 girls evacuated to Bolton 
Abbey in July 1940 and lived at the Abbey hall for the 
next three years.  Conditions were pretty Spartan with no 
gas or electricity supply, however many lasting friendships 
were formed.

Between 1990 and 2000, four reunions of the Bolton 
Abbey girls were held.  The last three were organised 
by Joan, culminating in her arranging for a tree with 
a commemorative plaque to be planted in the Abbey 
grounds in December 2000.

After leaving LGHS Joan read mathematics at Somerville 
College, Oxford and – after graduation – trained as a 
housing manager, working in Rotherham, Letchworth and 
Lancaster.  She returned to Yorkshire in 1954 to take up a 
post as a childcare and adoptions officer for Bradford City 
Council.

Joan married Ray in 1957 and had a daughter Caroline.  
While her daughter was small Joan was involved with 
the local playgroup committee, school parent teacher 
associations and was an active member of the church 
including spells as churchwarden and treasurer.

She also pursued her love of music, singing with the 
church choir and Otley choral society.

In 1974 she returned to studying and completed her 
teaching certificate, teaching maths at various senior 
schools around Leeds including Lawnswood and Agnes 
Stewart.

Recurrent back problems caused her to retire from 
teaching in schools in 1982 but she continued to provide 
private coaching from her home for several more years.  
She remained active, walking her dog, taking part in 
activities with her two grandchildren and continuing to be 
involved with her church and singing.  She was widowed 
in 2000.

Joan’s daughter Caroline said: “Her recent years have 
been blighted with numerous health problems and hurdles 
to overcome, but her grit, determination and positive 
attitude have been an inspiration to everyone.  She will be 
sadly missed by her family and friends”.
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Joan is pictured (right) with Jennifer Schofield at the 
last reunion of the Bolton Abbey girls in 2000.

Joan in a school 
photo from1946. 
She is pictured 
second right in the 
second row.
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Report from the London Branch of the Old Girls’ 
Club Meeting held on Saturday 15th October 2011 
at St. Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London.

Virginia Graves (née Drake) welcomed our 
speaker, Baroness Pauline Neville-Jones, and also 
Elizabeth Hearn, who had travelled the furthest 
distance, from Dartmouth in Devon.  Claire Short 
(nee Johnson) rejoined us after a number of years’ 
absence.  There were 17 members present, plus 
six husbands.

Apologies had been received from Lady Valerie 
Solti, staff at GSAL and 25 others.  Some of the 
older members had also been unable to make the 
meeting.

Virginia said there was an idea to have the spring 
meeting at Lady Solti’s (North London) plus maybe 
one other – a cultural visit to a museum/exhibition/
art gallery followed by tea.  This was Virginia’s 
last meeting as Hon. Secretary however Jackie 
Chalmers (née Firth) had kindly agreed to take on 
this role as well as being Hon. Treasurer.

Jackie gave us the Finance Report, indicating that 
we currently have a healthy bank balance. At the 
spring meeting this year, we had sponsored Lai Ting 
Lee to go on the summer trip to Malawi and it was 
felt we might support another student next spring.  
Jackie had received a note of appreciation from 
Lai, also photos of her visit, and asked members to 
e-mail her if they would like to see them.  As room 
rental rates at St. Columba’s Church had increased, 
some members were researching other venues in 
the London area.  As a cost-saving exercise on 
postage, Jackie suggested e-mailing members to 
ask whether they would prefer to receive invitations 
to future meetings by e-mail, or still by post.

It was reported that there were plans for the 
Headingley site to be developed with town houses, 
apartments and open spaces. The Elinor Lupton 
Centre and Sports Field were to be sold.  Chris 
Bamforth has agreed to attend our spring meeting 
in 2012.

Baroness Pauline Neville-Jones started her 
extremely interesting talk by giving us an introduction 
to the workings of the House of Lords, including the 
Cross Benches and the various stages of passing 

a Bill through the House. She then gave us a brief 
history of her own career as a civil servant, rising 
to become head of the National and International 
Security Policy Commission.  Latterly she was 
National Security Adviser to David Cameron.  She is 
currently on the backbenches in the House of Lords 
involved in the use of the internet for espionage 
and defence technical information.  Pauline kindly 
agreed to a Question and Answer session, which 
again was very interesting and informative.

Finally, Virginia thanked Pauline for giving up her 
time and coming to speak to us at the meeting.  
Jackie presented her with a basket of flowers.

As this was Virginia’s last meeting as Hon. Secretary, 
Jackie thanked her for her 20 years of hard work 
as Hon. Secretary of the London branch of the 
OGC and presented her with a beautiful designer 
leather handbag.

Afterwards we enjoyed the customary tea, 
sandwiches and cake.

The next meeting will be held on Saturday March 
31 at 2.30pm at the home of Lady Valerie Solti.

Those on the Branch mailing list will be contacted 
with further details by email or post nearer the 
time. Other Old Girls will be most welcome to join 
us, but should contact Jackie Chalmers by email: 
jackie.chalmers@ntlworld.com or phone 01483 
579343 beforehand so we know how many to 
expect.

Liz Hawksworth (née Inch)

london BRanch neWs 

Virginia Graves (left) with Baroness 

Pauline Neville-Jones.



Gsal sponsors 
Yorkshire Jets 
netball player
Talented netball player and ‘old girl’ Rochelle Powell has 
received a boost to her training with the Yorkshire Jets after 
securing sponsorship from GSAL.

Rochelle is a former pupil at LGHS and GSAL.  The school 
is paying for her expenses as she travels to Leeds for training 
and matches three times a week from Nottingham University 
where she is studying history.

The 18-year-old, who left GSAL this summer, started playing 
netball when she joined LGHS at 11 years old and her talent 
was quickly spotted by teachers at the school.  

She was selected for the Netball Talent League (NTL) and 
played with the West Yorkshire county team for two years as 
well as playing at regional level for a year.

Rochelle currently combines her Jets’ commitments with 
playing for Nottingham University’s first team.  

She is also a member of the Tall and Talented rowing 
programme and is currently training 15 hours a week with 
her eye on a place in the 2016 Olympics rowing team.

She said: “I am extremely grateful to the school for their 
sponsorship and I really appreciate their continued support 
for my sporting ambitions. Travel between Nottingham and 
Leeds three times a week is very expensive and GSAL’s 
backing has helped a lot.”

War heroine to 
be commemorated 
at Gsal
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Talented netball player Rochelle Powell is pictured with 

three up and coming young netballers from the junior 

school at The Grammar School at Leeds. They are back 

Izzi Adamson, front (L-R) Bella Thurston Hydes, Rochelle 

Powell and Eloise Weaver.

Plans are underway at GSAL to commemorate the death 

in active service of OG Mafalda Whitaker.

The nurse, who was lost at sea on February 12, 1944, 

is the first woman to be added to the list of former pupils 

who lost their lives during conflict.

Her name has been included in the book of remembrance 

at GSAL which records all those who died while serving 

their countries, and which is permanently on show in the 

school’s reception.

Later this year an engraved stone tablet honouring 

Mafalda will be added to the display of war memorials to 

Old Leos under the Porte Cochere.

Mafalda was a sister in the Queen Alexandra’s Military 

Nursing service and was aboard the SS Khedive Ismail, 

en route from Kenya to Colombo (then Ceylon), when 

it was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine.  More than 

1200 people lost their lives in the attack.

Her name appears on the War Memorial at St Chad’s 

Church in Headingley and she is also commemorated at 

Brookwood Memorial in Surrey alongside nearly 3,500 

men and women of the land forces of the Commonwealth 

who died during the Second World War and have no 

known grave.

Mafalda is the only known OG to have been killed in 

action.  However, if anyone is aware of others, please 

contact Helen Clapham, External Relations Director, with 

details so that they can also be remembered.

She can be contacted on alumni@gsal.org.uk or phone 

0113 228 5157.
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The London branch of the OGC sponsored a student to 
take part in last summer’s school trip to Malawi.

Here the student, Lai Ting Lee who is now in the U6 
at GSAL, speaks to OGC News about her trip of a 
lifetime.

On arriving in Malawi the GSAL students headed to 
Kamuzu Academy.  Lai Ting described how they were 
welcomed by the children singing “You are welcome, you 
are welcome” and dancing for their visitors. 

She said: “It definitely made us feel really welcome to the 
country and emphasised the warm heart of Africa.”

During the first week students also visited Kasungu 
District Hospital where committed staff care for over 
600,000 people, with only two doctors. 

She said: “In the wards families slept under the hospital 
beds of ill or pregnant loved ones. This was really a hard 
moment for many of us, seeing children in the malaria/
pneumonia room, hearing how some won’t even survive. 
This place was truly emotional, but we needed to stay 
strong.” 

Also on their schedule was the Mbonekera Project where 
they helped to white wash the walls before painting 
pictures on them, including clocks, timetable and shapes, 
as well as a Noah’s Ark. The students also had a chance 
to get to know the children.

Lai Ting said: “We learnt that the children loved skipping 
and music was part of their core, they loved singing. We 
had a guitar and a tour member taught them how to play 
simple chords. We also played netball with the older 
ones.” 

One of the greatest highlights of the trip for Lai Ting was 
her visit to the two Open Arms orphanages in Mangochi 
and Blantyre.  These orphanages are dedicated to the 
care of infant orphans, from newborn to the age of two. 

At two years old the child is returned to their extended 
family and, for the following months, Open Arms ensures 
that a familiar face visits the child on a regular basis. 
On the day before GSAL students visited Open Arms 

Mangochi a pair of one-week-old twins had just arrived. 
Their father had died from Aids and their mother had sent 
them to Open Arms, hoping they would have a better life 
and be looked after. 

Students also visited the Thylo feeding station which was 
set up in a church by South African, Anne Davis and has 
now expanded with money raised by GSAL students.  
Now, children, the elderly, and HIV victims are fed once 
a day at the station. 

While there the students met some of the children and 
elderly and the teacher in charge of the GSAL trip, Barry 
Brindley, was invited to officially open the shelter.

Lai Ting said: “It was such a great honour to attend this 
event. All of the tour members then sorted out food to 
be given out. This helped us with team work, opening 
packages, putting the food on plates, pouring drinks and 
then handing the plates out with a big smile. Seeing the 
children and elderly receiving their gift made me feel 
happy.”

GSAL students are now aiming to raise £7500 to build 
a clean water well at the station.

oGc support For Gsal student’s 
malawi trip

Lai Ting Lee 
plays with a 
child during 
her trip to 
Malawi.
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Students sold white ribbons in Senior School to support 
a campaign to end violence against women.

Over £150 was raised which will go to Leeds Women’s 
Aid and 400 white ribbons were worn by staff and 
students from all year groups.

History teacher Leanne Sutheran, who organised the 
event, said: “Thanks to everyone for their support and 
publicising violence against women, a topic which 
is often a taboo subject. Special thanks go to those 
students who kindly gave of their time to help support 
the event and distribute ribbons – they know who they 
are!”

The White Ribbon Campaign is an organisation set up 
by men to end violence against women. In over 55 
countries, campaigns are led by both men and women 
with the focus on educating men and boys.

school neWs 

Photographed selling white ribbons are (L-R) Ed 
Marson, Jacob Goodwin, Philippa West, Becky 
Holdsworth and  Kristi Briggs.

students aid White 
Ribbon campaign

High Heel-a-thon
for Charity

A group of Y9 girls led by Sophie Ruston had great 
fun raising awareness of breast cancer by taking 
part in this year’s High Heel-a-thon in Leeds.

Participants ran (or walked!) a mile round the city 
centre in aid of breast cancer support centre, The 
Haven and Sue Ryder. This is the third year that 
the event has been held.

Photographed (L-R) are Rebecca Marriott, Jessica 
Rooney, Ellie Butler, Yael Mann, Sophie Ruston, Lily 
Fields, Lydia Fellerman, L6 students Nina Butler,  
Amarah Arshad, Rebecca Moore and Shameela 
Rehman.

Nicola is 
photographed 

playing the organ 
in the GSAL 

assembly hall.

Nicola Kelsall has been appointed as the organist 
and choirmaster at St Giles Church, Bramhope. This 
will involve the L6 student accompanying church 
services on the organ, as well as directing the choir. 

As Nicola has only been playing the organ for two 
years, this really is a remarkable achievement.
 
Nicola also recently attended Oundle for Organists, 
an esteemed summer school for aspiring organ 
scholars where she won a recital award, offering her 
the opportunity of giving a recital at Selwyn College, 
Cambridge. 

Nicola has been playing the piano for over 10 years 
and the flute for over seven.  She belongs to the 
GSAL choir, chamber choir and even formed her 
own aptly named “Nicola’s choir”, as part of her 
GCSE course, which she is continuing to direct in 
the sixth form.    

Talented 
Young
Organist
Appointed
at St Giles



Environmentally-aware pupils at Rose Court 
have scooped an award for having ZERO grams 
of waste in their lunch boxes…for the second 
successive year!

This is also the third year in a row that pupils 
from the school have come top in the schools’ 
competition run by Skelton Grange Environment 
Centre in South Leeds.

The eco-conscious youngsters spent a day 
at Skelton Grange in Stourton to learn about 
ecological issues. As part of the day each child 
brought a packed lunch from home and, after they 
had eaten, they helped to sort and recycle any 
leftovers.  

Waste which could not be reprocessed was then 
weighed...however staff at the centre were amazed 
to discover that there was none.

Head of Rose Court, Miss Anne Pickering, said: 
“Our pupils set a record at Skelton Grange by 
achieving zero waste for the first time last year and 
we are delighted to have done it again.”

The competition is open to all schools visiting 
Skelton Grange, which is run by BTCV, the 
UK’s largest charity involving volunteers and the 
environment.

Rose Court Pupils Scoop 
environmental Award

Photographed with their waste-free lunch boxes and 
Skelton Grange award are (L-R) Lucy-Mae Musgrave, 
Luca Christon, Adam Ajmal, Mabel Dodman, Ruby 
Nieuwoudt and Amirali Foroutani.

Rachel Stanley has been awarded scorer of the 
year for the Aire and Wharfedale senior cricket 
league…in her first year of scoring senior cricket.

The Y8 pupil scores for the first XI at Collingham 
and Linton cricket club as well as the U11, U13 
and U15 teams. 

The award was voted for by the umpires based on 
her scoring performance throughout the season 
and taking into account factors like accuracy.

Rachel also plays at Collingham and was part of a 
team – made up of all GSAL players - which won 
the U11 Wetherby league cup this year.

The other victorious team members were Will 
Stanley and Will Woodhall, joint captains and Will 
Brockbank and Dan Titman, all Y7, Joe Stanley, 
Max Cooke and Will Simpson, all Y6.

The Collingham and Linton Cricket Club winners of the 
Wetherby Cricket League under 11s Cup 2011 are 
back (L-R) Dan Titman, Max Cooke, Will Marshall and 
Rachel Stanley. Front (L-R) Joe Stanley, Will Stanley, Will 
Woodhall and Will Brockbank.

Rachel is Cricket Scorer of the Year
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GSAL Girls Score Places in Netball Talent League…
Four Y11 talented netball players Lauren Fraser, 
Hattie Grant, Lucy Harris and Aneesah Kabba-
Kamara have been selected for the Netball Talent 
League (NTL), the Yorkshire Jets U19. 

This followed very competitive trials which were held 
at the English Institute of Sport (EIS) in Sheffield, 
where heptathlon champion, Jessica Ennis trains.

The girls are all dedicated netballers and each play 
in their own specialist positions.  As the tallest of 
the quartet Lauren is the goalkeeper; Lucy plays 
in goal attack or centre court; Hattie is centre or 
wing attack and Aneesah plays in wing defence 
position.

As well as playing for the GSAL U16 team, all four 
girls play for Leeds Athletics U16 squad. 

More GSAL netballers have made it through to 
prestigious squads with Rosie Harris, Lucy Stead 
and Truly Ogbonson, all of Y9, being selected for 
the U19 NTL development squad. 

In addition, seven GSAL girls have been selected to 
play in the Yorkshire and Humberside regional U17 
squad; nine students have made it into the county 
U16 squad and a further 16 have been selected 
for the county satellite U16 squad.

Cathryn Johnson, head of netball at the school, 
said: “This is a phenomenal achievement which 
is well deserved and we are very proud of all of 
them.”

(L-R) are Lucy Harris, Hattie Grant,
Aneesah Kabba-Kamara  and Lauren Fraser.

… And GSAL Junior Netballers Lift Trophy
Young netballers at Junior School have triumphed 
in a schools’ netball tournament which they 
hosted.

GSAL was the venue for the annual Headmasters’ 
Conference (HMC) north east division netball 
competition which attracted 11 schools from 
across the region.

The GSAL U11 squad displayed a high level of 
skill and awareness of court positioning to win 
the event without losing a match, playing some 
stunning netball in very windy conditions.

Their first round results were: 6-2 against Yarm; 
6-0 against Silcoates; 5-3 against Lyndhurst; 6-2 
against Hymers and 9-1 against Barnard Castle.  
They went on to beat St Olaves 5-2 in the semis 
and scored 7-4 against Bronte House in the final 
to lift the trophy. 

Jan Hemsley, head of junior girls’ PE at GSAL, 
said: “This was an excellent achievement. The 
girls played brilliantly throughout the tournament 
and we are all very proud of them.”

The jubilant team are back row (L-R) Hannah Marriott, 
Ellie Jones, Lily Reynolds (captain) and Priyanka Misra; 
middle (L-R) Holly Hudson, Natalie Green and Georgia 
Pexton; front (L-R) Cesca Akerman, Molly Harris and 
Lindsey Fowler.



       Where’s the Mouseman Mouse result from last edition: Page 5

For more information visit the website at www.gsal.org.uk or contact 
Helen Clapham, Director of External Relations via alumni@gsal.org.uk, 

Telephone: 0113 228 5157 or by post to the school address.12

Swimmers at GSAL are going from strength to 
strength.

The team scooped 28 gold medals at the English 
Schools’ Swimming Association (ESSA) north 
east division championships in Huddersfield.
  
The 18 medal winners, aged from 11 to 17 years 
old, competed against 16 other schools in medley 
and freestyle events.

GSAL swimmers finished first in seven of the 12 
relay races and second in another, picking up 28 
gold and four silver medals.

Four teams went through to the national finals 
held in Southampton, with another two as first 
reserves.  

The swimmers also excelled at the prestigious 
John Parry relays…winning five of the eight events 
and coming second and third in two others.

Head of swimming Maria Collins said: “These 
are tremendous results.  All of our swimmers are 
training very hard and their commitment to their 
sport is certainly paying off. Congratulations to a 
fine team.”

Fifteen of the 18 GSAL 
Gold Medal Winners are 
photographed.

Back (L-R) Sophie Taylor, 
Ellen White, Jonathan Harries, 
Gordon Benson, Angus Hall, 
Nathan Hale, Douglas Walker 
and Mats Crisp.

Middle (L-R) James Thompson, 
Will Stevenson, Kent Sampson 
and Max Emmott.

Front (L-R) James Coates and 
Jacob Butterfield.

GSAL Swimmers Bring Home The Gold

Some of the John Parry relay 
winners are photographed.

Back (L-R) Gordon Benson, 
Ellen White, Cleo Gorringe and 
Kent Sampson;

Middle (L-R) Harriet Long, 
Eleanor Hall, Maddie Fale and 
Serra Hale;

Front (L-R) Mats Crisp, 
Will Stevenson, 
James Thompson and 
Shahaab Farooq.

?


