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Reunion For Portugal Rugby Tourists
Members of the 1976 rugby tour party to Portugal – the first LGS team to go on tour - held a 35 year reunion, 
combining the event with the fundraising dinner for the 2012 school rugby tour to South Africa.

Here Jeremy Harrison, one of the original Portugal tour members, recalls the day.

The tourists met for lunch at GSAL 
and included Chris Bray, Andrew 
Illingworth, Andrew Jackson, 
Jeremy Harrison, Neil Muffitt, Chris 
Pickard, Jas Singh, Mike Smith, 
Steve Field and Ian Briars. Neil 
Muffitt read out a message 
received from tour captain Greg 
Burns and glasses were raised to 
all members of the party and, in 
particular, to the late and great 
Mike Lamb.

Lunch was followed by watching 
the 1st XV play Woodhouse 
Grove in a Daily Mail cup match. 
Unfortunately the result went the 
wrong way but the old boys were 
pleased to hear how the school 
was once again a force to be 
reckoned with at rugby across all 
age groups – just like in the good 
old days!

In the evening the tourists joined 
the GSAL rugby club dinner held 

at the Headingley Stadium to 
raise funds for the 2012 tour to 
South Africa where the guest 
speaker was former England and 
British Lion Roger Uttley.

Jeremy Harrison said a few words 
on behalf of the Portugal tourists 
to reminisce (including the parrot 
story!) and to wish the 2012 tourists 
well.  He also reminded them that 
a successful tour is a lifetime 

experience from which are born 
true camaraderie and friendships. 
To cap the day off a few bottles 
of port were consumed for old 
times’ sake.

Thanks go to Steve Field and John 
MacKenzie for helping to organise 
the reunion. Steve, who is retiring 
from school this summer, is going 
on the South Africa tour.

Tickets are still available 
for the OLA AGM and London Dinner

at the Savile Club on Friday, February 24. The event starts at 7pm.
Guest speaker: OL Geoff Newton, Director of Olympic Opportunity at the London Development Agency.

For tickets, priced £45, contact victoria.marshall1@gsal.org.uk

more news at www.gsal.org.uk 1
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Wednesday February 1 from 5-7 pm:
Council meeting at GSAL.
If any of you have any points to raise 
at this or any future council meetings 
please e-mail me at davidkeithbell@
ntlworld.com
 
Friday February 24. Start 7pm:
OLA Annual AGM and Dinner
At The Savile Club, 69 Brook Street, 
Mayfair, London, W1K 4ER.
Guest speaker: OL Geoff Newton, currently 
the Director of Olympic Opportunity at 
the London Development Agency.
Our London Chairman Richard Turney 
and I hope to meet another good 
contingent of OLAs and their friends.
 
Saturday March 17:
OLA Luncheon Club
Speaker: Dr.Paul E.Belchetz, Consultant 
Endrocrinologist, Snr Consultant Clinical 
Lecturer in Medicine at Leeds University, 
Specialist in  Endrocrinology, Diabetes & 
Osteoporosis.

The title of his talk is ‘The Memoirs of a 
Medic: The Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly’ Paul is an old friend of mine and 
this amusing medical talk will, I am sure, 
meet with your approval!
 
Tuesday April 3:
Cookery demonstration and 
buffet dinner 
by chef Hansa Dabhi of Hansa’s Gujarati 
Vegetarian Restaurant, Leeds
Venue: GSAL
Time: 6pm

Booking: Tickets £20 each, available from 
www.gsalhansascooking.eventbrite.
co.uk Proceeds go to the Saraswati 
Vidhyalaya, an educational charity 
which funds the ‘one teacher schools 
programmes’ in India and Nepal.

Saturday August 4:
OLA Luncheon Club
Speaker from RHS Garden Harlow Carr. 
This lunch coincides with The Leeds Flower 
Show at the school .Free entry tickets to 
the show will be included.
 
Saturday October 27:
OLA Luncheon Club.
Speaker: Philip Benham, General 
Manager of North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway. This event coincides with the 
Leeds Model Railway Exhibition at GSAL 
and includes free entry.

Philip has helped in making this the 
most successful and profitable private 
preservation railway in the UK, and I 
am sure those railway buffs among you 
will greet him with great enthusiasm. 
You may have recently seen him on 
Michael Portillo’s TV programme Great 
British Railway Journeys.

Friday November 30: 
Annual Leeds Lunch
This is our annual informal lunch when 
we enjoy a good meal and get together 
prior to the Christmas Festivities.
Venue: TBA

The tour to Portugal was the first 

overseas tour undertaken by LGS 

and consisted of 21 players and four 

masters – Jim Collard, Mike Lamb, 

Ian Briars and Steve Field. 

The tour was based in Estoril and 

comprised three fixtures, all of which 

were played in front of crowds in 

excess of 1,000 spectators. The first 

match was against a combined 

Coimbra/Porto XV which was 

comfortably won 52-4. This was 

followed by two bruising encounters 

against a Lisbon U19 XV and a Lisbon 

U18XV side. Both of these - with the 

exception of two or three players 

-formed the Portuguese national 

sides.

The first of these matches took place 

under floodlights at the Benfica Sports 

Stadium and the LGS team lost to a 

last minute penalty. However they 

bounced back and went on to win 

the final match 7-0.

The commitment on the pitch was 

matched only by the stamina of the 

tourists off the pitch as the Portuguese 

proved to be excellent hosts with their 

extravagant post match hospitality 

of fine food and wine. 

Between matches beach football 

and the local sites and hostelries were 

enjoyed. The party was entertained 

by the Royal British club and invited 

by the Ambassador himself to the 

British Embassy in Lisbon where many 

were introduced to the taste of Port 

for the first time! 

Continued from front
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President’s Message
Perhaps one of the most significant words we use on a daily basis is ‘time’ and yes, 
probably one of the most important. My time is certainly precious to me and I am 
sure it is to you too, and as the years pass by it becomes even more significant. The 
hymn writer Isaac Watts summed time up very well in his hymn ‘O God Our Help In 
Ages Past, with the line ‘’time like an ever flowing stream’. I have a stream running 
through my garden which at times flows along gently but, following heavy rain, rushes 
along at a very fast and frightening rate. Our llves run along on similar lines and it 
behoves us to make the best of this most important and precious gift.

To help in setting your OLA timetable for the year ahead, please include these 
dates in your diary, and join us at some of these events thereby enhancing our time 
together in 2012!

In addition to the above events, we are hoping to hold a dinner at the school towards 
the end of the year. Details will be announced shortly. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at these events.

David Bell

President  
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Welcome to the Winter issue of OL Review. 
I hope you enjoy reading about what the 
school’s alumni have been doing.

As you will see there has been a lot going on and there have 
also been some changes at The Grammar School at Leeds.  
I was appointed as Director of External Relations last March 
and I have been looking at the best way to ensure that the 
School continues to be successful in the future, recognising 
that independent schools are operating in an increasingly 
competitive environment.

I have been working on a number of projects including 
the restructure of the External Relations team. Through the 
restructuring process Bronwen Ashton, who many of you 

will know as the school’s part-time Development Manager, 
decided to leave as all the roles in the new structure are full-
time.  I am sure that you will join me in thanking her for all 
the work she did supporting the alumni and wish her well for 
the future.

 I am in the process of recruiting to all of the new roles, so 
in the meantime please contact me regarding any alumni 
matters.

Helen Clapham
Director of External Relations
alumni@gsal.org.uk

You and the Olympics…
The countdown is now well and truly on for the London 

2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and we are 

looking for any personal stories or experiences from 

our OLs.

You don’t have to be an Olympic hopeful to play your 

part in this momentous occasion! OL Geoff Newton 

is the Director of Olympic Opportunity at the London 

Development Agency with responsibility for delivering 

social and economic benefits for London through the 

Games. 

You may be working with the London 2012 Organising 

Committee which is hosting and running the games, 

or perhaps you have volunteered to help at one of the 

events, are involved in coaching, know a competitor, 

or you may even be one of the lucky ones to have a 

ticket.

Whatever your Olympic story, we would love to hear it.  

You can write to us at alumni@gsal.org.uk

News From GSAL

The Annual Report 2010/11 and the Speech Day 

Programme are now available.

Please email alumni@gsal.org.uk

or telephone 0113 229 1552 for copies.

We are keen to keep in touch and ensure that our 

records are up to date so please email alumni@

gsal.org.uk if your home address, email address or 

telephone number has changed.

We have just launched a GSAL smartphone app 

which you can download by using your smartphone 

to visit our website www.gsal.org.uk. When you are on 

the homepage an icon showing the GSAL logo will 

automatically appear at the bottom of the screen. 

If you want to download the app, click the arrow 

symbol beneath it and select ‘Add to Home Screen’.  

You can then keep up to date with alumni news and 

what is going on at GSAL.

OL newsOL news OL news

OL news
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A former geography teacher at LGS has written to OL 

Review with a fascinating account of LR Wager, an OL 

who took part in an Arctic expedition and an attempt on 

Everest in the 1930s.

This prompted some investigation by the OL Review team 

to find out more about the life of an old boy who was 

described as ‘one of the finest geological thinkers of his 

generation.’

Peter Smith, who taught geography at the school in the 

1960s was on a recent visit to the Royal Geographical 

Society, where he is a trustee and council member, when 

he noticed a small exhibition of footwear from explorers.

He said: “My eye was caught by the words ‘Leeds 

Grammar School’ next to a pair of boots worn by LR Wager 

on the 1935-36 Greenland expedition. Alongside them 

were boots worn by his wife Phyllis who accompanied him 

on the trip.

  “Wager left LGS in the early 1920s for Cambridge University 

where he got a first in geology and was president of the 

Cambridge University Mountaineering Club.

“As well as taking part in this significant expedition, he 

was also on the British Arctic air-route expedition in 1930 

with the famous Gino Watkins, and made an attempt on 

Everest in 1933.”

Further research has uncovered the fact that during the 

Everest expedition, which reached 28,000ft, the team 

found the ice-axe dropped by George Mallory and 

Andrew Irvine on their ill-fated attempt in 1924 from which 

they never returned.

Lawrence Rickard Wager, known as Bill, was born in 1904 

and died in 1965 at the age of 61.  When his wife Phyllis 

died last year, aged 99, the couple’s daughter Jane 

Hargreaves wrote an obituary in which she recalled her 

parents’ exploits in the Arctic.

She wrote: “Within a year of their marriage in 1934, they 

set off for 15 months on the remote East Greenland 

coast at Kangerdlugssuaq, where Bill was researching 

the Skaergaard layered intrusions which he had first 

discovered on the British Arctic Air Route expedition to the 

Greenland ice-cap in 1930-31.

“Their expedition took out everything needed to survive for 

the year, including numbered planks to build a wooden 

house, with a living area, a coal-fired stove, spaces to 

sleep and for scientific work, and a food store in the roof. 

Two Inuit families, along with their kayaks, sledges and 

husky-dog teams, were brought the 300km north from 

Angmagssalik to share life with the scientists.

“The men hunted seals for food for everyone, including 

the dog teams, which were used for the geological 

work throughout the long winter. Mother cooked for 

the expedition members, and recorded the weather 

three times daily. She learned to prepare and cure seal 

skins and to sew sealskin clothes with traditional bead 

decorations, and, gradually learning some of the Eskimo 

language, entertained the Inuit people, who loved to 

dance to the wind-up gramophone.”

In 1991 Jane, who was one of the couple’s five children, 

published a privately printed biography of her father 

entitled LR Wager – A Life.

Exploits of OL Explorer and Mountaineer Still Fascinate
OL news

LR Wager, explorer and mountaineer
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Howard Ripley (OL 
1965) hopes some 
older readers may 
have the answer to 
two questions.

When the school’s 
Officer Training Corps 
was first formed in 
1909, the cap badge chosen was the fleece from the school 
coat-of-arms as shown here. At some stage the cap badge 
was changed to that of The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.  
When did the change take place and why was the badge 
of the “Duke’s” chosen rather than that of the local regular 
regiment The West Yorkshire Regiment or indeed The Leeds 
Rifles?

If you can answer Howard’s queries, please email 
alumni@gsal.org.uk

OL newsOL newsOL news

Help! The original Officer Training 
Corps cap badge.

Hamish In Varsity Win
Talented rugby 

player and former 

LGS head boy 

Hamish Macdonald 

was in the victorious 

Oxford side, beating 

Cambridge 28-

10, in rugby union’s 

130th Varsity match 

in December.

Hamish, who left 

LGS in 2007 and is 

currently studying medicine at Wadham College, Oxford, 

set up the first Oxford try acting as scrum half at the back of 

a maul passing to his fellow prop who went over the line.

This is the second full Blues side that Hamish has played 

with, gaining his first Blue in 2010 when Oxford won 21-10.  

This year the team won by the largest margin since 1988 in 

front of a crowd of just under 30,000. Hamish played at no 

1 in both matches and can play at both loose head and 

tioght head prop.

Between school and Oxford Hamish had a gap year sailing 

for the UK Sailing Academy, a development squad for 

young UK sailors, to get experience racing large yachts. 

He competed in several off shore races and also crewed 

in the boat which won one class of the Swan world 

championships in Sicily and also for a British entry in the X 

Yacht world championships in Italy.

OL Ian Ritchie Is New 
RFU Chief Executive

Ian Ritchie (OL 1972) 
has been appointed 
as the new chief 
executive of the Rugby 
Football Union.

He takes over the role 
after six years as chief 
executive of the All 
England Lawn Tennis 
and Croquet Club at 
Wimbledon.

Ian was educated at Leeds Grammar School from 1962 to 
1972 before going on to Trinity College, Oxford. He originally 
trained as a barrister but over the last 25 years has held three 
chief executive posts.  The first was at Channel Five, the 
Associated Press and Middle East Broadcasting before he 
took charge of the All England Club in 2005.

Ian is a director of Wembley Stadium and a non-executive 
director of the Football League, who he represents on the 
Football Association council.

The victorious Oxford side

Hamish Macdonald
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Boys From Beeston Answer Bursary Appeal

Queen’s Scout Awards For Ten

Congratulations… 
to Ruolong Chen (OL 2007)who has graduated from Hertford 
College, Oxford, with a first class degree in mathematics.

An appeal for boys from the Beeston area of Leeds to take 
up bursaries at GSAL resulted in a surge of candidates to sit its 
entrance exam. 

The school has bursaries to cover seven years of senior school 
education for one or two boys who either live in the Beeston 
area, or attend primary school there.

However, applications from the area are rare and appeals were 
made to local primary schools and in the Leeds press for Beeston 
families and schools to put forward candidates. In addition 
school governor, Naveen Ahmed, spoke to community leaders 
in the hope that they could identify potential candidates.

Following the call, six boys have applied for the Beeson bursary 
this year.  Interested pupils toured GSAL with their parents and 
former Beeston scholar Lee Wood was also on hand to show 
them round and talk about his experiences at the school.

Lee, who attended from 2001 to 2008 and has just graduated 
from university, met pupils and parents from St Anthony’s Catholic 
Primary School along with their head teacher Lisa Leonard.

He said: “Really it was a huge privilege for me to attend 
the school.  Everything about my time there was first class 
– the education, the teachers, the facilities and the chances to 
develop.

“My parents wanted to give me the best education they could 
but they wouldn’t have been able to do it without this bursary.”

Funding for the Beeston bursary was bequeathed to the former 
Leeds Grammar School in the will of a past pupil, Dr Raymond 
Harker, who died in 1996.  He came from Beeston and attended 
the school from 1938 until 1944, before going on to study 
chemistry at Leeds University.   

Under the terms of the bequest the recipient must be a boy who 
has connections with the Beeston area.  So far there have been 
two Beeston scholars.

The appeal for this year also attracted a number of girls from the 
area and they will be eligible to apply for other bursaries which 
the school offers.

GSAL director of external relations, Helen Clapham said: “We 
are delighted with the response to our appeal for boys from 
Beeston to apply to do our entrance exam and I have been 
greatly impressed by their enthusiasm towards the school.  The 
opportunity to attend GSAL is a life changing experience as so 
many of our students go on to study at the top universities and 
have extremely successful careers.”

OL news
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Congratulations to 10 former GSAL students who have completed 
their Queen’s Scout Awards and their Duke of Edinburgh gold 
awards.

They are Ben Brierley and Andrew Nichols, who left the school 
in 2010, plus Jonathan Hardman, David Jordan, Ian Jordan, 
Felicity Jordan, William Lee, Helen Mason, Ben Perren and Robert 
Templeton, who left in 2011.  

They all completed the challenging test of skill, commitment 
and teamwork in the academic year 2010-11.

The QSA is the highest training award available for young 
people in the Scout movement and, as part of the demanding 
requirements, the students had to have been Explorer Scouts for 
at least 18 months and taken part in at least 18 nights away.

They had to complete two worthwhile activities in the field of 
the environment, international friendship or faith. Jonathan 
Hardman, David Jordan, Ian Jordan, Ben Perren and Robert 
Templeton went on a three-week expedition to Kenya with the 
Central Yorkshire Explorer Scouts.

They also had to complete 12 months’ voluntary service during 
which time Ben worked with St. Edmund’s Cub Scouts for many 
years; similarly Jonathan and William worked with the GSAL 
Scouts.  Others helped at PHAB, taught someone to swim, 
coached rugby and cricket and helped in local churches.

They students were also required to develop a skill and spend six 
-12 months following a physical activity, as well as completing 
a four day self-sufficient backpacking expedition in rugged 
countryside.  
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A production of Alan Bennett’s acclaimed play The History Boys 
will feature school ties from The Grammar School at Leeds.

The school was contacted by OL Dr Alistair Schofield, who is 
head of English at King Edward VI School in Southampton. He 
is producing the play with his students and was looking for ties 
which were significantly different to their own.

The play is set in a sixth-form class in a boys’ school in the 
eighties in the North of England and Dr Schofield, who left LGS 
in 1985, said that every time he sees it he is reminded of his 
time there.

He said: “I was taught by the formidable but fairly eccentric 
team of Messrs Dorrian, Hammond and Cawley.  (Pete 
Cawley’s Christmas homework was for us to get a group of 
people together, drive up to the Dales and jump naked into 
a snow-drift).  So when looking for ties for our show here, the 
Grammar School seemed the logical first choice.” 

He chose the Harrison tie, which was his former house, 
because the red made it the most different from the King 
Edward’s design. 

He said: “It was a lovely touch to be sent the ties free of 
charge and the lads are all pleased because they like the 
design and they’ll be keeping them as a memento of the 
show.  So in the future if you meet any young men who’ve 
never set foot in Yorkshire but are wearing Grammar School 
ties, you’ll know why.”

The play runs from February 6-8.

GSAL School Ties For The History Boys

A poster for The History Boys features the cast wearing their 
Harrison house ties.

OL news OL news
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Joe Wins Place On Oxford Rowing Team
Rower Joe Dawson is training hard with his eye on a place on one of the Oxford 
boat race squads.

Joe, who left GSAL in 2010, has been selected for the Oxford Rowing Team (OUBC) 
this year following an intensive training selection procedure lasting several months.   

Of the 40 rowers chosen, Joe is now one of a squad of 20 from which Oxford will 
select eight for the Blue Boat, eight for the ISIS boat which takes place an hour before 
the main race, and two who will be the spare pair who will race their Cambridge 
equivalent on the day before the main race. A further two rowers will do all the same 
training as the rest but will be reserves. 
 
Joe, who is studying Classics at Corpus Christi College, is the youngest member of 
the squad. A feature on Joe’s rigorous training and experiences with the OUBC will 
appear in the next edition of OL Review.  
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Most old boys who attended LGS in the 1970s and 80s will remember the 
school steam locomotive, known as Thunderbolt (from the Ealing comedy 
film The Titfield Thunderbolt), usually making an appearance on open 
days and the Lord Mayor’s visits.

Here Mark Batchelor (OL 1986) recalls Thunderbolt’s heyday and how he 
is aiming to bring the loco back to its former glory.

Construction was started in the workshops at Moorland Road in 1967 
by a group of enthusiastic senior boys under the supervision of Ken 
Rosewarne, the head of workshops at that time. Ken thought that a 
miniature steam locomotive would be just the thing to provide the boys 
with an interesting project on which to develop their practical skills and, 
when finished, provide a fun way of raising money for charity. 

Work was completed in 1971 and the members of the Locomotive Club 
turned their attention to running their new miniature railway. As well as 
regular runs within the school grounds, many invitations were received to 
run the engine at various local charity fundraising events. The loco and 
tools were transported in the back of the school minibus and the sections 
of portable track and the passenger coaches towed behind in a specially 
made trailer.

The activities of the Leeds Grammar School Rail Road (irreverently referred 
to as KenRail, but never within his earshot!) continued for nearly the next 
two decades, during which time I became involved. Expeditions to fund 
raising events and miniature railway rallies extended well across the 
country, making Thunderbolt one of the widest travelled small locomotives 
around. Much fun was had by all and a very respectable amount of money 
raised for charity.

In the mid 1980s Ken was sadly diagnosed with cancer, and it was all 
he could do to try to maintain his teaching duties. Some senior boys 
were experienced enough to run events on their own but as Ken’s health 
worsened, railroading activities began to decline. By the time Ken passed 
away in 1989, Thunderbolt was seeing very little use, and after nearly 
20 years of hard work, was in need of some major repairs. The school 
therefore decided to pass the loco, track and passenger cars into the 
care of the Wakefield Society of Model Engineers where Ken had been a 
member, to be looked after by his old friend Jeff Stubbs and used as a 
club locomotive.

Unfortunately, despite continuous repair work by Jeff, reliability was an 
ongoing problem. Also, the passenger carrying duties on the Thornes 
Park Miniature Railway really needed a larger and more powerful loco, so 
Thunderbolt never saw much use there. 

When Jeff passed away in 2008 the Wakefield Society decided to 
purchase one of the many engines he had built, which was more suitable 
for their purposes. Thunderbolt was sold to raise funds but by this time 
had not run for many years and was in a poor state. The loco was bought 
by John Bailiss, a member of the Wakefield Society, who carried out a 
lot of work and made the engine run reliably but he later decided that he 
had too many engines and Thunderbolt was put up for sale again earlier 
this year.

This is where the story comes full circle. Purely by chance, I found an 
advertisement on the internet and the engine pictured was unmistakably 
Thunderbolt. This was puzzling for as far as any of us knew the loco was 
still in use at Wakefield but enquiries revealed what had happened over the 
last several years. I had taken up the hobby of model engineering while at 
LGS, encouraged by Ken of course, and as the school loco had been my 
inspiration right at the start I felt that I should give it a good home. Peter 
Jolly gave me his blessing on behalf of the school and Ken’s family were 
similarly delighted, so I bought the engine at the beginning of August.

A thorough inspection revealed that there is still much work to do to 
bring the engine back to top condition and return it cosmetically to LGS 
appearance, so I decided a full overhaul rather than piecemeal repairs 
would be the best policy. I have made contact with several former 
members of the Loco Club, including David Almond, Arthur Jones, John 
Leventhall, Chris Taylor, and not least Nigel Wild, who has been an 
invaluable source of old photographs, tales and anecdotes.

I would like to put as many of these memories as I can find into a 
scrapbook as few miniature locomotives have such a wide and varied 
history, so if there are any more ex-Loco Club members out there, 
please do get in touch via email at m.batchelor@virgin.net or tel. 01937 
572052 evenings and weekends. 

I cannot promise at the moment how long the rebuild will take, but when 
it is finished it would be good to hold some sort of reunion – watch this 
space!

Thunderbolt Strikes Again!

Thunderbolt in the early 1970s with Ken Rosewarne in the 
background, his daughter Helen leaning over the cab, 
John Colby driving, and Nigel Wild rear left.

John Bailiss (left) handing Thunderbolt over to Mark Batchelor.

OL news



OL Nigel Hepper has published a book based on the First 
World War diaries of his father.

Captain Hepper’s Great War Diary (Hayloft Publishing) covers 
the period January 1916 to January 1919 and deals mainly 
with Raymond Hepper’s experiences of trench warfare at the 
infamous Somme battlefields, ending with the long march to 
occupy part of Germany near Cologne.

Nigel said: “It’s been a salutary task transcribing my father’s 
war diary. I’ve had it in mind for a long time as I felt I owed 
it to him, and there’s a lot of wonderful personal and historic 
information in it, too. 

“Nowadays, nearly a century after the events, there is 
renewed interest in WW1 among the general public, and 
school children in particular who visit the battlefields as never 
before. The fields may now be green and productive where 
there was desolation and mud everywhere, but even now the 
farmers are digging up old shells, army buttons and more.”

Nigel Hepper and his father Raymond are both OLs.  Nigel, 
who has lived and worked in Richmond for over 60 years as a 
research botanist at Kew, was born in Leeds where his father 
was with Hepper and Sons, estate agents in East Parade. 

Raymond’s grandfather was Lord Mayor of Leeds at the time 
he signed his grandson’s enlistment papers in 1914. After a 
year’s training in England Raymond, a junior officer in the 
West Yorkshire Regiment, was shipped out to France where 
there had already been devastating casualties. He saw his 
colleagues struck down, yet survived himself without injury.  

Nigel said: “Much of the soldiers’ time was taken up waiting for 
action - and then getting too much all at once. “

“An entry in the diary reads: “It is useless putting into writing the 
sights I have seen today for they will ever be in my mind as a 
memento of July 30, 1916”, yet as an amateur naturalist he 
was able to write about his visit to Hazebrouck: “The countryside 
is beautiful and we are nestled at the foot of a wood and at 
night the air is so full of a perpetual croaking of bull frogs it is 
like a dozen corncrakes singing in competition.”

Bathing was vital to get rid of the mud and when the men 
found one in a brewery Raymond commented: “There should 
be a good beer later, plenty of body”. 

Nigel said: “He retained his humour for social occasions, too, 
and his admiration for splendid architecture, buildings sadly 
damaged by shelling. Trundling around the lines on his pony, 
finding billets for his men and keeping out of harm’s way was 
his daily routine.”

He pays special tribute to help from 
the Imperial War Museum where a 
microfilm of Raymond’s hand-written 
diary, now sadly lost, is kept.

Nigel’s illustrated book is available 
to historians and the general reader. 
Captain Hepper’s Great War Diary, 
Hayloft Publishing, 2011, £15,
ISBN 190 452 4818.

OL news

The 4J class of 1977 has marked 

John’s stimulating teaching with a tree 

overlooking the Astroturf pitches and a 

bench outside reception.  They have also 

instituted the John Jordan prize for French 

in his memory.

OLs Chris Mack and Ed Follows liaised 

with retired deputy head Peter Jolly, 

on behalf of the class, to arrange the 

commemoration for John.

The bench was made by Peter however 

the tree took some time to source.

Peter explains: “The students wanted a 

marronnier tree which they recalled from 

John’s inspired teaching of the Maigret 

detective novels.  This took some sourcing 

and seasons have gone by without 

success, however a specimen in fine 

condition has now been planted in good 

ground.”

The sapling, which should reach about 20 

feet in 10 years, has the potential to grow 

to 80 feet.

Peter said: “We have a vision of benches 

below the tree occupied by students 

closing their eyes to imagine themselves 

in Paris in July!”

John taught at LGS from 1963 to 1996.  A 

plaque by the tree remembers him as an 

‘inspirational form master, house master 

and French teacher.’

Class Memorial For Teacher John Jordan
Former students of LGS French teacher John Jordan
have funded a lasting memorial to him in the grounds of GSAL.

9
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John Salinsky OL59
John is a part-time GP in a North West London practice 
and is also programme director for the Whittington Hospital 
postgraduate training scheme for general practice.

Since 2000 he has written four books: What are you feeling 
doctor? (with co-author Paul Sackin); Medicine and literature: 
the doctor’s companion to the classics; The Green Bookshop: 
recommended reading for doctors and others; and The Bristle 
Merchant’s Daughter, the story of his mother’s life in Leeds.

John, who studied animal physiology and medicine at St 
Peter’s College, Oxford, was editor of the Old Leodiensian 
magazine while at school.

Geoffrey Fielding OL60
Geoffrey lives in the Philippines and commutes 10 days a 
month to Kuala Lumpur where he is a director of Radiant 
Growth Investments.  The company listed on the Stock 
Exchange last year, raising £6.2 million to focus on business 
opportunities within the broad natural resources sector in the 
Asia Pacific region.

Alistair MacMillan OL67
Alistair is a retired brigadier in the British Army. He currently holds 
the non-executive position of colonel commandant of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps.

In his spare time he is chairman of the board of trustees of the 
Army Medical Services Museum and a trustee of Gardening 
Leave, a horticultural therapy charity for ex-service personnel.  
He is also writing a history of the army medical services from 
1660 to the present day. 

After leaving LGS he did a medical degree at Glasgow 
University.

Stephen Henwood OL71
Stephen is chairman of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority.  
On leaving school he studied economics at Liverpool University.  
He is honorary treasurer of the Royal Geographical Society and 
is chair of the board of the University of Cumbria.

John Pickard OL72
John Pickard has spent much of his working life in Norway 
where he recently set up an oil and gas exploration company.

The newly formed Explora Petroleum AS is based in Stavanger 
and will operate exclusively on the Norwegian Continental 
Shelf. John, its chief executive, studied geology at Oxford 
after leaving LGS. He worked for BP for 32 years, much of it in 
Norway, where he met his wife Ann.

The couple’s three daughters grew up in Norway but all went to 
university in Yorkshire – two in Leeds and one in Sheffield.  Astrid, 
now 29, studied business economics at Leeds and spent many 
hours in the old LGS building, now the Leeds Business School!  
Both Astrid and her older sister Claire Louise now live in Yorkshire.

Alexander Cherry OL07
Alexander Cherry graduated from Christ’s College, Cambridge, 
in 2011 with a starred first in modern and medieval languages, 
coming second across all languages out of almost 200 
students.

He has been awarded a range of prizes and made an 
honorary scholar of his college.

In addition to these achievements, Alexander was awarded 
the prize for the most outstanding essay in German in the 
Cambridge University language finals. This prize, from the Prince 
Albert Society in Bayreuth, Germany, included a monetary prize 
together with a special book and certificate from the Society.

Where are they now?

Justice of the Supreme Court, Lord Dyson, was the guest speaker at The 
Grammar School at Leeds speech day.

OL Lord Dyson addressed students, parents and teachers at the event 
in Leeds Town Hall.  During the day he also visited GSAL and spoke to 
a group of sixth form students who are interested in studying law at 
university.

Following his education at LGS, Lord Dyson studied classics at Wadham 
College, Oxford, and was called to the Bar in 1968.

He took Silk in 1982 and was appointed to the High Court in 1993, 
becoming a presiding judge of the Technology and Construction Court 
from 1998 to 2001. He was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court 
in 2010.  He was appointed to the Court of Appeal in 2001 and was 
deputy head of Civil Justice from 2003 to 2006.  

Lord Dyson was knighted in 1993.

Former Pupil Lord Dyson 

at School Speech Day
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Model United Nations 
Trip to The Hague 
A team of U6 students has visited The Hague where they were 
engaged in a variety of Model United Nations committees, 
role-playing a diplomatic defence of the national interests of 
Iran. 

The event, held at the International School, is one of the largest 
of its kind in Europe and attracted over 270 delegates from a 
wide range of nationalities. Schools attending were drawn from 
as far afield as Belarus, the Middle East and Kenya.  Students 
were hosted by local families. 

The conference particularly tests negotiating and alliance 
building, so the success of our ‘two Henries’  - Henry Simpson 
and Henry Cranston - in securing the passage of a UN Security 
Council resolution to remove all economic sanctions against 
Iran was an outstanding achievement.

GSAL sixth form students Ben Morley and Toby Bishop 
have been awarded prestigious Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarships following a rigorous selection process. 

The Arkwright Trust provides scholars with guidance and 
support through the sixth form.  It also provides £300 to 
each scholar a year to spend on materials for design 
projects, fund university open day trips and encourage 
students to take up careers in engineering, or related 
areas of design. 

Ben is following in his older brother Daniel’s footsteps. 
Daniel, an old boy at the school, was a recipient of the 
awarded in 2006.   

The Engineering Scholarships are sponsored by industrial 
companies, universities, charitable trusts, professional 
engineering organisations and personal donations.

Boys Awarded Prestigious 
Arkwright Scholarships

Talented chess player Sai Tangirala 

has been named best U9 player at 

the Yorkshire Junior Chess Congress 

in York.  He has now moved up from 

the minor to the novice section.

Y4 pupil Sai was presented with his 

medal in front of Junior School at a 

celebration assembly.

Rose Court Pupils Scoop 
Environmental Award

Environmentally-aware pupils at Rose Court have scooped an 
award for having ZERO grams of waste in their lunch boxes…for 
the second successive year!

This is also the third year in a row that pupils from the school 
have come top in the schools’ competition run by Skelton Grange 
Environment Centre in South Leeds.

The eco-conscious youngsters spent a day at Skelton Grange in 
Stourton to learn about ecological issues. As part of the day each 
child brought a packed lunch from home and, after they had eaten, 
they helped to sort and recycle any leftovers.  
Waste which could not be reprocessed was then weighed...however 
staff at the centre were amazed to discover that there was none.

Head of Rose Court, Miss Anne Pickering, said: “Our pupils set a 
record at Skelton Grange by achieving zero waste for the first time 
last year and we are delighted to have done it again.”

The competition is open to all schools visiting Skelton Grange, 
which is run by BTCV, the UK’s largest charity involving volunteers 
and the environment.

Photographed with their waste-free lunch boxes and 
Skelton Grange award are (L-R) Lucy-Mae Musgrave, Luca 
Christon, Adam Ajmal, Mabel Dodman, Ruby Nieuwoudt 
and Amirali Foroutani.

Chess Success For Sai

Photographed in the ADT department at GSAL 
are Ben Morley (left) and Toby Bishop.



Swimmers at GSAL are going from strength to strength.

The team scooped 28 gold medals at the English Schools’ 
Swimming Association (ESSA) north east division championships 
in Huddersfield.
  
The 18 medal winners, aged from 11 to 17 years old, competed 
against 16 other schools in medley and freestyle events.
GSAL swimmers finished first in seven of the 12 relay races and 
second in another, picking up 28 gold and four silver medals.

Four teams went through to the national finals held in 
Southampton, with another two as first reserves.  

The swimmers also excelled at the prestigious John Parry relays…
winning five of the eight events and coming second and third 
in two others.

Head of swimming Maria Collins said: “These are tremendous 
results.  All of our swimmers are training very hard and their 
commitment to their sport is certainly paying off. Congratulations 
to a fine team.”

GSAL Swimmers Bring Home The Gold

Fifteen of the 18 GSAL gold medal winners are photographed 
back (L-R) Sophie Taylor, Ellen White, Jonathan Harries, Gordon 
Benson, Angus Hall, Nathan Hale, Douglas Walker and Mats 
Crisp; middle (L-R) James Thompson, Will Stevenson, Kent 
Sampson and Max Emmott; front (L-R) James Coates and Jacob 
Butterfield.

Some of the John Parry relay winners are photographed back 
(L-R) Gordon Benson, Ellen White, Cleo Gorringe and Kent 
Sampson; middle (L-R) Harriet Long, Eleanor Hall, Maddie Fale 
and Serra Hale; front (L-R) Mats Crisp, Will Stevenson, James 
Thompson and Shahaab Farooq.

School news

A team of GSAL U15 rugby players 
stormed to a 42-0 victory at Twickenham 
in a curtain raiser before a Legends XV 
versus Legislators XV charity game. 

The youngsters had been invited to take 
part in the event by Ikram Butt, the former 
Leeds Rhinos rugby league player, who 
organised the clash between former 
stars of league and union, including 
Henry Paul and Allan Bateman, in aid of 
the Pakistan Flood Fund.

The day included a tour of the stadium, a 
chance to sit in the Royal Box and a walk 
around the England Team changing 
room before their match against 
Lawrence Sheriff School in Rugby.

PE teacher Phil Holmes said: “Great team 
work led to the win and also allowed Tom 
Gorman to score five tries!  We had a 
fantastic day and, in all, 22 pupils had 
the chance to grace the famous pitch.”

Twickenham

Victory
For U15 Team

For more information visit the website at www.gsal.org.uk or contact 
Helen Clapham, Director of External Relations via alumni@gsal.org.uk, 
Telephone: 0113 228 5157 or by post to the school address.

more news at www.gsal.org.uk


