
Sam Gregson, PhD, former 
pupil of Leeds Grammar 
School

From Bramley to CERN: How people 
like you took me back 14 billion years

Dear Alum

I’ve not invented a time machine, if that’s what you’re thinking. But I am 
one of a handful of people lucky enough to have studied physics at CERN, 
home to the Large Hadron Collider. 

Here, beams of protons are sent hurtling around a very long and incredibly 
expensive pipe, then smashed into one another to recreate the conditions 
that existed just after the big bang (around 13.7 billion years ago).

Mind-blowing, isn’t it? At least, I think it is. 

I’ve always been fascinated by how things work, so the opportunity to 
work on my Cambridge University PhD at CERN, with some of the best 
particle physicists in the world, was a dream come true for me.

But if it wasn’t for the bursary I received from Leeds Grammar School 
things would most likely have been very different for me. And that’s why I 
jumped at the chance to write this letter today and ask for your help.

Will you give £50 to help fund bursaries at The Grammar School at Leeds 
and help pupils like me to reach their potential?

Like you, I grew up in and around Leeds. I lived near Bramley with my mum, 
my brother and my late sister. We were a pretty normal working-class, 
single-parent family. 

I’d always assumed that after primary school I would go to the local 
comprehensive, so it came as a bit of a shock when my mum came in to my 
bedroom one day and said, “You have an exam tomorrow.”

There aren’t many 11-year-olds who like the idea of exams, but when she 
explained what it meant in terms of opportunities, I was pretty happy to go 
along with it. And thank goodness I did.
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Following the entrance exam, I was offered a full bursary and a place at the school. At the time it felt 
a little daunting – a new school, a great big building, new friends to make – but looking back it was 
the beginning of a chain reaction (if you’ll forgive the physics reference) that ended with a PhD at 
Cambridge University and the opportunity of a lifetime to study at CERN.

You see, it wasn’t just the quality of teaching at the school which made the difference. There was a 
myriad of other factors which all played their part. For example, the headmaster at the time was a 
Cambridge graduate, so he was able to give me invaluable advice on the applications process.

Then there are all the other opportunities you get at The Grammar School at Leeds which just aren’t 
as easy to come by at some local schools. I’m sure you’ll have your own memories of what helped 
you learn and develop, but for me there are a few examples that really stand out.

Brilliant sport facilities, for instance, which helped keep me fit and motivated. And the lab equipment, 
which helped keep up my sense of intrigue and fascination with physics. And of course, the teaching 
itself, which inspired me to learn in new, exciting ways that I’ve never forgotten.

All these things play their part. But none of them would have been available to me without that 
bursary. And that’s why I’m asking you to join me in helping the school.

Please will you help fund a bursary and give more young people the opportunities we enjoyed 
at school?

Since finishing my PhD, I’ve dedicated much of my time to science outreach, including working 
closely with the school and making physics more accessible through workshops and comedy. Before 
long, I plan to go back into academia, continuing my research into the differences between matter 
and anti-matter – and the reasons the universe even exists in its current form.

I’m passionate about helping others to enjoy and learn from science in the way I have. I think 
that’s partly because, like you, I understand how lucky I was to get the education I did at the 
school.

Back then, I didn’t realise what a crucial part alumni like you and me play in providing bursaries, but 
the funds that the school receives from former pupils are vital in ensuring that young people can fulfil 
their potential. 

I hope that today, you’ll take this opportunity to help the future scientists, academics, novelists, 
doctors, politicians (and yes, wannabe comedians like me) to achieve more than they ever  
believed possible.

Please call 0113 228 5157, visit www.gsal.org.uk/make-a-gift or fill in the enclosed form and send a 
gift today. And hurry - if you send your gift by 15 December, we’ll be able to offer more bursaries 
following the January entrance exam.

Yours sincerely

Sam Gregson, PhD
Leeds Grammar School alumnus (2002 leaver)

PS The best way to help pupils to fulfil their potential is with a regular gift, as it helps the school plan 
for the future. If you’d like to become a regular donor to the bursaries programme, please call 0113 
228 5157, visit www.gsal.org.uk/make-a-gift or fill in the enclosed form. Thank you.




